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The Purple (or Black) Egg Sucking leech came to be when an “egg” was added to the head of a woolly 
bugger. It has been a staple fly in fly shops for more than 60 years. It’s my wife Pauline’s favorite fly for 
steelhead on the Brule in normal water conditions because she likes to fish her 7-wt rod with an Orvis 
mini sink tip. Orvis no longer makes their 5-foot mini sink tip, but Teeny Fly lines has a 5-foot mini sink 
tip that’s nearly identical. The mini sink tip is great line for swinging flies in the Brule’s pocket water. 
 
Many traditional steelhead flies have some sort of attractor color at the butt of the fly (e.g., the Green 
Butt Skunk). The egg sucking leech simply reversed this pattern. Now, we have different color plastic 
cones for Intruders, different color cone heads and bead heads, etc. I wonder if the egg sucking leech 
was placed in a “family tree” where it would be. Putting the “egg” at the head of the fly, as was weight, 
was somewhat controversial for traditionalists at the time. Here is a recipe for the purple and pink 
pattern. The black leech can be done with either a pink or chartreuse egg. 
 

 

Recipe 

1. Hook: I like the TMC 5263 in size 6. It has a nice gap and is 2x strong. Pinch down the barb as 
the little guys like it as well. 

2. Thread: 140 denier in pink or color to match. Start the thread behind the hook eye and wrap 
rearward to just above the barb of the hook. 

3. Tail: Clump of purple marabou as long as the hook shank. Size of the clump of marabou is 
personal choice. I don’t like to overdress the tail as it seems less effective. 

4. Flash: One strand of purple Krystal Flash to each side as long as the tail. Be careful on the 
flash in the tail. Less is better in the clear water. 

5. Rib: I use large flat Sybai wire in silver or pink. Attach a 5-inch piece at the tail tie-in point. 
This will be used as rib to add flash and secure the hackle. Wrap the thread back to 5/16 of 
an inch from the hook eye. 



6. Body: Medium purple chenille about 4 – 5 inches long.  Attach the chenille 5/16 of an inch 
behind the hook eye and overwrap the chenille on the shank with the tying thread back to 
the tail. Return the thread back to 1/4 of an inch from the hook eye. This keeps the body 
uniform. Wrap the chenille to 1/4 of an inch from the hook eye and trim off. 

7. Hackle: Purple saddle that is as webby as you have. I like the first wrap of hackle to have 
barbs that are about 3/4 – 7/8 of an inch in length for this size fly. Attach the saddle hackle 
by the base of the stem at the chenille tie off point and wrap the saddle hackle to the tail 
(about 5 – 6 wraps). You can use a hackle pliers here or just your fingers. 

8. Rib: While holding the saddle hackle at the rear of the hook, wrap the silver wire forward 
through the saddle hackle (about 5 wraps). The wire is a necessary step as it prevents the 
hackle from unraveling after your first fish breaks the stem! Tie off the wire at the head. A 
couple extra wraps of the wire are fine and then overwrap with the thread. Twist the wire in 
circles to break the wire. Return the thread to 1/4 of an inch behind the eye. 

9. Egg head: Attach a 3-inch piece of medium/small pink chenille. Wrap the thread to the hook 
eye. Get two wraps of the pink chenille and tie off. Whip finish. 

 


