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OVER 500 MEMBERS DEDICATED TO THE IMPROVEMENT AND PRESERVATION OF THE BRULE

Beaupre Springs Project
by Dennis Pratt
It has been a very tough year for the
Club as it was for most volunteer organizations. We were able to complete the
‘Trout in the Classroom’ project in early

The project objective was to reconnect the Beaupre Springs pond with
the east fork of the Brule. The problem
was that the water from the spring pond

had to flow through four exceptionally
large beaver ponds with wetted impoundments totaling about 18 acres before reaching the Beaupre tributary
downstream.
During warm wet periods water with temperatures in the upper 70’s
would flow to the trout
water downstream of the
ponds and conversely during
extended dry periods evaporation off the ponds surface would entirely dry up
the stream below the lowest dam.
The project steps included slowly draining the ponds
and hand excavating a single
channel from the spring
See “Springs” on pg. 3

March just before the pandemic restricted school visitors. And we were able to
select two exceptional Scholarship recipients.
Other than that, all other volunteer
activities were cancelled, and we have
been holding our board meetings electronically. Hope we can get back to
working on our projects by next spring.
I thought that this might be a good
time to update you on the remarkably
successful trout habitat improvement
project at Beaupre Springs the club accomplished during the three summers
from 2012 through 2014.

Project successfully achieved the following outcomes:


Project added 2,281 feet of trout water to the Brule watershed
and 550 feet of quality spawning habitat.
 Beaupre spring waters flowing directly to Beaupre Creek
nearly tripling its cold-water flow volume.
 The temperature regime of Beaupre Creek is now entirely
within the trout range.
 The Brule and its salmonid populations are once again reconnected to the Spring Pond.

We continue to monitor and remove any new beaver colonization.
With time we expect to gradually restore a stream side forest.

BRSC Calendar: All future in-person board meetings are cancelled
until further notice. Meetings will be held via email.
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Brule River Sportsmen’s Club
Electronic Meeting Minutes
October 30, 2020
President Dennis Pratt emailed the draft meeting notes to board members on October 25.
Minutes of the September Meeting: September meeting minutes received majority board approval in early October
after a motion by Dean Wellman and a second by Walt Swanson.
Treasurer’s and Financial Secretary’s Reports: Both the Dean Wellman’s Financial report and Jeff Stollenwerk’s Treasurer reports were emailed to the board on October 25. Deposits in the general fund totaled $732 since the last meeting, and the Club had three new members. The Financial Secretary’s Report was approved without changes by the
board following a motion from Jim Waletzko and a second by Ken Lundberg. Treasurer Jeff Stollenwerk reported that
October’s beginning balance was $16,089.17 and the ending balance is $16,898.99 with the following expense: Constant
Contact (annual payment) $346.50. The Treasurer’s Report was approved without changes by the board following a
motion by Dean Wellman with a second by Jim Waletzko.
Committee Reports
Habitat, Membership, Scholarship, Education and Budget Committees: Nothing new to report for any of these.
Legislative: Past Board member Dave Zeug brought to our attention the potential state purchase of the 48-acre
Congdon parcel located between the Afterhours Road to along the Brule where Nebagamon Creek enters and the
acreage along the lower end of Nebagamon Creek. We quickly requested and received approval from the Board to
send letters to the State Legislature’s Joint Finance Committee, the body who needed to approve the purchase. Ken
Lundberg penned a nice letter that we mailed to the co-chairman of that committee and to our two local legislators.
Pratt received a phone call from State Senator Janet Bewley informing us of the committee’s approval. We were also
mailed a copy of the letter that State Representative Nick Milroy had sent to the committee in early October. Thanks
to all who quickly responded to our request for your approval to send the letters. We will be placing an article in an
upcoming newsletter when the purchase has been finalized.
Social Media:
Website: Mike Zicus reports that we responded to three inquiries to the website, two regarding parking lots
and fishing on the river and one requesting TU’s use of Dennis's brook trout photos. I posted the September minutes,
created an October news category with updated posts, and posted the October fly.
Facebook: Pratt reports that we put three items on the Facebook page this past month. Two brook trout
spawning activity videos and one brown trout spawning activity video. We have approximately 2,400 following our Facebook page.
Newsletter: The November newsletter will feature our Club store items with the suggestion that they would
make great Christmas presents while also helping to fund Club activities and our scholarships.
Other Business
South Shore Grade Update – Nothing new to report.
Fly of the Month – We will resume the ‘Fly of the Month’ in next March’s newsletter.
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pond outlet through the beaver pond footprints. We emptied the ponds slowly in order not to wash too much of the pond floor sediments to the
stream below, instead allowing the area to gradually revegetate.
“Springs” from pg. 1

Need a Christmas gift for that special
Brule angler on your list?
You can help the Brule River at the same time!

Buy a cap, fishermen’s map (upper or lower river), poster-sized
lower river map (unframed). Or you
can purchase
a framed
lower river
poster (limited
quantity).

This photo series shows the change that was made to one of the ponds
from 2012 to 2014.

Beaupre Spring Pond looking north. October 2020
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You can either purchase items by mailing the form in this
newsletter or online in
our Club Store located
at: https://
bruleriversportsmensclub.com/contact-us/join-the-club/

BRSC Gift Store Order Form (prices include shipping & handling)
#

Item

Cost

Lower river map poster of Brule (36”x24”)

$30

BRSC baseball hat

$25

Lower Brule River map

$10

Upper Brule River map

$10

Historical newsletter DVD
Framed Lower River Map

Total

$5
(cannot be
Shipped)

$125

The Brule River Sportsmen’s Club, Inc. is a tax-exempt organization
defined by Chapter 501 (C) (3) of the IRS Tax Code.

Brule River
Sportsmen’s
Club
P.O. Box 100
Brule, WI 54820

BRSC Membership Form

What We Do:
Fisheries Habitat Projects — Club members and others
volunteer during the summer months to restore features necessary
for fish spawning, growing, and feeding.

Name
Address
City
State

Clean-ups — Keep the Brule clean and beautiful.

Membership Type:

Monthly Membership Meetings — Frequently include guest
speakers.
Monthly Newsletter — Helps generate understanding
of fisheries and water quality, and keeps members and others informed about Club activities.

Zip

Phone

□ Renewal (due January 1st)

□ New Membership

Email newsletter only:

□ $20 – Individual

□ $25 – Household

Paper newsletter only:

□ $30 – Individual

□ $35 – Household

e-mail
Donations
College Scholarship $__________
Education $
High School Scholarship $______
Habitat $
General $
Multiple $
Visit us online at www.bruleriversportsmensclub.com

Scholarship Program — Provides financial support to students.

All information contained herein is confidential.
All but $1.00 of your membership dues is tax deductible.
Donations are 100 percent tax deductible.
Thank you for your support!

Newsletter editor: Katie Thompson (goirish@cheqnet.net)

Officers

Board of Directors

President — Dennis Pratt — prattd@charter.net
Vice President — Ken Lundberg
Financial Secretary — Dean Wellman
Recording Secretary — Walt Swanson
Treasurer — Jeff Stollenwerk

Ed Chaplinski
Paul Helbach
Courtney Johnson
Mick Killoren
Glen Hill
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Dennis Smet
Jim Waletzko
Mike Sierszen
Mike Zicus

