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OVER 500 MEMBERS DEDICATED TO THE IMPROVEMENT AND PRESERVATION OF THE BRULE 

Brule River 
Sportsmen’s Club, Inc. 

 

 BRSC Calendar:   All future in-person board meetings are cancelled 

until further notice.  Meetings will be held via email. 

     A couple of weeks ago, we posted 

this picture captured via drone in late 

July on the Club’s Facebook site. It has 

been one of our most viewed photos 

reaching nearly 2,500 Facebook follow-

ers. It generated many comments about 

changes observed at the mouth over the 

years. Some of these were, “Amazing 

how the mouth changed in the last few 

years. Mouth sure changes a lot. Con-

cerned over how much erosion has oc-

curred to the bluff.” And “I wonder how 

the sand bar existed for so many years.” 

     The river’s connection to Lake Supe-

rior is a very dynamic place.  We all no-

tice changes over the various times we 

have visited the mouth, so we thought 

we would try to explain the factors that 

cause those changes. 

    

  Short-term lake level variations – 

Due to Lake Superior’s immense size, 

low- and high-pressure systems passing 

over the lake result in noticeable water 

level changes called seiches. The process 

of these systems both putting pressure 

on one part of the lake while reducing 

the atmospheric pressure over a distant 

part causes 

the water 

Brule Mouth Sees Constant Change 
by Dennis Pratt 

See “Brule Mouth” on pg. 3 
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President Dennis Pratt emailed the draft meeting notes to board members on July 27. 

 

Minutes of the June Meeting: Motion was made to approve by Ron Gaare, seconded by Paul Helbach and approved without chang-

es by the board. 

 

Treasurer’s and Financial Secretary’s Reports: Financial Secretary Dean Wellman submitted his report to the board on July 24. De-

posits in the general fund totaled $295 since the last meeting, and the Club had 3 new members. The Financial Secretary’s Report 

was approved without changes by the board following a motion from Ron Gaare and a second by Paul Helbach. Treasurer Jeff Stol-

lenwerk reported to the board on July 27 that July’s beginning balance was $15,997.67 and the ending balance is $15,711.26 with 

the following expenses: Pro Print (June newsletter – $25.70), Dennis Pratt (postage/shipping – $29.13) and Katie Thompson (July 

newsletter – $200). Three donations totaling $510 were transferred to Scholarship Savings. The Treasurer’s Report was approved 

without changes by the board following a motion by Ken Lundberg with a second by Ron Gaare. 

 

Committee Report 

 

Habitat: Nothing to report 

 

Legislative: Nothing to report. 

 

Scholarship: College Scholarship – Chairman Mike Sierszen reported that an email was sent to this year’s college scholarship recipi-

ent, Dakota Stankowski. Mike has requested a short article for a future newsletter from Dakota. Jeff Stollenwerk has sent her 

$5,000 scholarship check to Northland College in her name.  

 

Education: Nothing to report. 

 

Membership: Nothing to report. 

 

Budget: Nothing to report. 

 

Social Media: Website – Mike Zicus has been responding to several website inquiries and is working on a map to be linked to the 

‘About the River’ page with interactive photos of various locations along the river.  

 

Facebook – Pratt reported that we have placed 8 items on the Club’s Facebook site this month including a popular drone photo of 

the mouth of the Brule. 

 

Other Business 

 

South Shore Grade Update – Nothing new to report 

 

Fly of the Month – The August fly of the month, the ‘Olive Woolhead Sculpin’ was submitted by Club member Paul Gausman. 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

Brule Spey Day – The Lake Superior Steelhead Association will hold its 5th annual Spey Day on September 12, 2020, 11:00 am 

to 3:00 pm. Social distancing and masks will be required. 

 

 

 

Brule River Sportsmen’s Club 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

July 27, 2020 
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levels to rise and fall in sort of a rhyth-

mic fashion, tipping from one side to the 

other.  

     One can envision this if you take a pie 

tin filled with water and lift one side and 

set it down. You will note the water 

level shifts from one side to the other, 

sort of imitating what happens on Lake 

Superior. At the shoreline, as the seiche 

comes in, the water rises. Conversely, 

when the seiche goes out, the water 

drops. The difference in intensity be-

tween the pressure systems passing over 

the lake cause higher or lower seiche 

amplitudes. 

     Climatic variation - Annual precip-

itation can be highly variable and because 

Lake Superior has a constricted outlet, 

only so much water can drain out each 

year. During multiple wet years, more 

water is stored raising the lake level 

while during multiple drier years the lake 

level drops. High lake levels cause waves 

to wash away the shoreline beaches di-

rectly exposing the foot of the bluff to 

erosion. Lower levels rebuild a barrier 

beach at the base of the bluff reducing 

the erosion rates.  

     The annual lake level history is docu-

mented at: https://

www.lre.usace.army.mil/Portals/69/docs/

GreatLakesInfo/docs/WaterLevels/LTA-

GLWL-Graph_2016.pdf 

     Wind caused changes – The inter-

action between the waves and the shore-

line moves material along the shore 

more frequently in one direction, an ac-

tion called littoral drift. At the mouth of 

the Brule, the most significant waves 

come from the East, so sands shift along 

the shoreline in an East to West direc-

tion. This is the reason the bar at the 

mouth impedes the river’s direct flow 

into the lake, forcing the river to run 

toward the West. River floods may cut 

directly through this bar when it is at its 

thinnest. 

    Geologic/Glacial – The earth’s crust 

under Lake Superior is still gradually ris-

ing from the depression that occurred 

from the weight of the overlying ice 

sheet during the last glacial period. The 

glacier melted on the South side of the 

lake first, so the North side is rebound-

ing as a slightly faster rate.  

     This differential rebound causes the 

lake to tip toward our Wisconsin shore 

 

line. It has been calculated that this 

change is raising our long-term water  

level 6–12 inches every 100 years. This 

lake level change is progressively drown-

ing our Wisconsin Lake Superior river 

mouths, creating the wonderful estuaries 

we see today. This ongoing raising of the 

lake’s long-term level results in an ever-

increasing rate of bluff erosion. 

     With all these combined factors, we 

can see that the river flow, the mouth 

bar, and the bluffs are in nearly constant 

change. Change is the only constant. 

     
August Fly of the Month 

Olive Woolhead Sculpin 
Paul Gausman, BRSC member, – Somerset, WI 

The woolhead sculpin has 

proven for me to be an effec-

tive pattern for catching Brule 

River browns. I fish it on a 

floating or sinking tip line 

with a split shot 3 to 4 inches 

above the fly.  

When I drift the fly, I like to 

get a short belly in the tip 

portion of the line and then 

feed line into the drift. I use 

wrist twitches to impart ac-

tion during the drift and use 

some panic strips at the end of 

the drift. Hold on!  

A recipe for the fly can be found at https://bruleriversportsmensclub.com/wp-content/
uploads/2020/08/2020-August-fly.pdf. 

Brule Spey Day:  September 12, 2020  
 

 The Lake Superior Steelhead Association will hold its 5th annual Spey Day 

Time: 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  

Location: the 'McNeil House' near McNeil's Bridge  

Social distancing and masks will be required. 

“Brule Mouth” from pg. 1 

https://www.lre.usace.army.mil/Portals/69/docs/GreatLakesInfo/docs/WaterLevels/LTA-GLWL-Graph_2016.pdf
https://www.lre.usace.army.mil/Portals/69/docs/GreatLakesInfo/docs/WaterLevels/LTA-GLWL-Graph_2016.pdf
https://www.lre.usace.army.mil/Portals/69/docs/GreatLakesInfo/docs/WaterLevels/LTA-GLWL-Graph_2016.pdf
https://www.lre.usace.army.mil/Portals/69/docs/GreatLakesInfo/docs/WaterLevels/LTA-GLWL-Graph_2016.pdf
https://bruleriversportsmensclub.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/2020-August-fly.pdf
https://bruleriversportsmensclub.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/2020-August-fly.pdf
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What We Do: 
 

Fisheries Habitat Projects — Club members and others  

volunteer during the summer months to restore features necessary  

for fish spawning, growing, and feeding. 

 

Clean-ups — Keep the Brule clean and beautiful. 

 

Monthly Membership Meetings — Frequently include guest 

speakers. 

 

Monthly Newsletter — Helps generate understanding 

of fisheries and water quality, and keeps members and others in-

formed about Club activities. 

 

Scholarship Program — Provides financial support to students. 

BRSC Membership Form 

Name   

Address   

City   

State    Zip   Phone   

e-mail     

   Donations  
College Scholarship   $__________ Education $   
High School Scholarship  $______ Habitat $   
General $    Multiple  $   

Visit us online at www.bruleriversportsmensclub.com 

All information contained herein is confidential. 
All but $1.00 of your membership dues is tax deductible. 
Donations are 100 percent tax deductible. 

Thank you for your support! 

Membership Type:    □ Renewal (due January 1st)     □ New Membership  

Email newsletter only:     □ $20 – Individual           □ $25 – Household  

Paper newsletter only:     □ $30 – Individual           □ $35 – Household  

Brule River 

Sportsmen’s  

Club 

P.O. Box 100 

Brule, WI 54820 

BRSC Gift Store Order Form (prices include shipping & handling) 

# Item   Cost        Total 

 Lower river map poster of Brule (36”x24”)  $30 

  BRSC baseball hat      $25 

 Lower Brule River map  $10 

 Upper Brule River map   $10 

 Historical newsletter DVD    $5 

 Framed Lower River Map  $125 

The Brule River Sportsmen’s Club, Inc. is a tax-exempt organization  

defined by Chapter 501 (C) (3) of the IRS Tax Code. 

 
Officers 

     President — Dennis Pratt — prattd@charter.net 

     Vice President — Ken Lundberg 

     Financial Secretary — Dean Wellman 

     Recording Secretary — Walt Swanson 

     Treasurer — Jeff Stollenwerk 

Board of Directors 

     Ed Chaplinski Dennis Smet 

     Paul Helbach Jim Waletzko 

     Courtney Johnson             Mike Sierszen 

     Mick Killoren                    Ron Gaare 

    Mike Zicus  Glen Hill 

Newsletter editor: Katie Thompson (goirish@cheqnet.net) 

(cannot be  

Shipped) 

http://www.bruleriversportsmensclub.com

